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• 1970’s version/experience

• Current version/experience

• Comparison

• Lessons Learned
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• January 15-17, 1975

• MLSA Retracement Workshop

• 99 Surveyors attended a workshop by Walter Robillard

• “The real purpose of the corner retracement workshop, however, was to lend direction, to stimulate 
thought, to start discussion and to encourage study about proper corner retracement procedures.”
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• Program coordinated by a single government agency

• Created a State Land Surveyors Board

• Board can create rules to provide uniform remonumentation

• Board has enforcement capabilities

• State Surveyor and employees 

• Work done by counties, overseen by State Surveyor

• Created account based on deed taxes levied
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• Central repository for corner records

• State Plane Coordinates

• Mapping

• Regulations to establish uniform professional land surveying methods related 
to the act

• Field checking program

• Trespass authority
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• 1978 Report

• Talks about the missing PLSS monument issue, how it was being dealt with , 
consequences of missing PLSS and approaches to address it.

• Predicted much of what happened after the legislation was not adopted as 
law

• Land Data Systems - “Only after the PLS corners are re-established with 
geodetic control can the system be utilized for other purposes…It is in this 
area that the greatest benefits from re-established PLS corner monuments can 
be derived.”
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• MACS was unable to garner support for remonumentation legislation

• Focus efforts on establishing county surveyors in areas that do not have them

• 1975 - 11 full time, 37 part time, 39 none

• 2022 - 27 full time, 38 part time, 22 none

• Updating 381.12 and other statutory updates

• Not much new legislation





Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation

• 2017 MACS compiled an inventory of PLSS corners in Minnesota
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1970’s

23% of PLSS monuments had known 
position 

50% of PLSS monuments had known 
position or records of unknown value           

28 Counties are 25% or less complete

48 Counties are 50% or less complete

Current

48% of PLSS monuments have known 
positions (Certified)

No corresponding estimate, no longer 
the standard of care, but I would argue 
that the 48% certified is comparable

16 Counties are 25% or less complete

41 Counties are 50% or less complete
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1970’s - St. Louis County:

75% of PLSS monuments had known 
position or records of unknown value

(This was an inflated estimate. Currently 15% of 
SLC corners are in the BWCA or Voyageurs)

50% of PLSS monuments had known 
position 

Current

65% of PLSS monuments had known 
position or records of unknown value 
(Estimate Only)

49% of PLSS monuments have known 
positions (Certified)
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• 2017 The Geospatial Advisory Council started to explore the need to align 
geospatial boundary data
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• A couple surveyors volunteer to be on the Geospatial Advisory Council (GAC) 
to ensure that surveyors voices are heard when it comes to alignment of the 
PLSS.

• PLSS cannot be “aligned” to other data

• Other data is adjusted and aligned to the PLSS



Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation

• 2019 MACS applies to the LCCMR to complete a pilot remonumentation project
• Received support from the GAC

• Part of LCCMR justification was that it would improve foundational geospatial data  

• https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/projects/2019/work_plans_june/2019_03m.pdf

• I. PROJECT STATEMENT: The Minnesota Association of County Surveyors (MACS) has 
compiled the number of Public Land Survey (PLS) corners and the number of certified PLS 
corners in each county. Minnesota has over 300,000 corners in the state and less than half of 
them have been remonumented and certified. Many of those certified corners do not have 
GPS coordinates. MACS goal is to reset all these corners and certify them with GPS 
coordinates for a state wide PLS layer. This proposal is for a Pilot Project. Grant County and 
the MACS PLS Committee are working on a pilot project in Grant County to remonument an 
entire township. There are 137 PLS Corners in Lawrence Township (T130N R44W) which is in 
the NW corner of Grant County. 

https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/projects/2019/work_plans_june/2019_03m.pdf
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• Every year, the GAC goes through process to prioritize projects
• Solicit input from geospatial community and identify who/how to get it done

• In 2017 “Updated and aligned boundary data” was not on the list

• In 2018 “Updated and aligned boundary data” was number 8 of 14 

• In 2019, 2020 “Updated and aligned boundary data” was number 2 of 14

• In 2021, 2022 “Updated and aligned boundary data” was 2 of 15

• In 2021,2022 “Remonumentation of all section corners in the State” is number 
13/15
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• Updated and aligned boundary data REQUIRES accurate geodetic location of 
section corners

• Surveyors on the GAC have been advocating updates to the PLSS will support 
foundational geospatial data

• Parcel and Land Records Committee on the GAC is identified as the best fit for 
trying to push these initiative forward

• Surveyors on the GAC serve on this committee and start to develop a 
legislative proposal
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• Remonumentation Subcommittee 1st meeting October 4, 2021

• Started research on how other states have enabled remonumentation legislation

• 12 States had program

• Reviewed numerous states program and decided to mirror Michigan

• Statutes clearly laid out governance

• Created commission to oversee fund and grant program

• Counties required to submit a County Plan for remonumentation

• Initial goal was to have legislation ready for 2023-2024 Biennium
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• Identified PLSS stakeholders and build a website

• https://mnplss-umn.hub.arcgis.com/

• Created messaging around the importance of remonumentation

https://mnplss-umn.hub.arcgis.com/
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• Developed a business case (more detailed report on the needs, benefits and 
plan for remonumentation)

• Developed a 1 page summary

• Developed a short PowerPoint that can be modified for individual interest 
groups when looking for support.

• Started getting support from multiple entities
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• Started getting support 
from multiple entities

• AMC Legislative Priority

• Letters of Support

• https://drive.google.co
m/drive/u/1/folders/1B
ms-
2Yd7J1k7Oy5BDM2t3c
WLKMsPoRPF

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1Bms-2Yd7J1k7Oy5BDM2t3cWLKMsPoRPF
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• Decided to develop proposed legislation for 2022 session

• Wanted to set a deadline to keep momentum

• Projected surplus

• Realized it would be a multiyear effort, so why not start now?
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• Finalized proposed legislation

• Created a commission to oversee a grant program coordinated by MnGEO

• Grant would be given to counties based on criteria including:

• County Plan for remonumentation

• Corner certificates with geodetic positions to be recorded/filed

• Monument maintenance plan

• Oversight by a County Surveyor or other Licensed Surveyor appointed by the County Board

• Voluntary

• Funded through the general fund at $10 million per year
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• Submitted to Senator Ann Johnson Stewart

• Senator Stewart is an engineer and former teacher at UMN

• Sees the need for surveyors and the importance of remonumentation

• She submitted the proposed legislation to the Revisor and the  fun begins!
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• Revisor says “Why so complicated? Make it a simple grant program.”

• Easier to digest and understand

• Legislators are reluctant to start new commissions

• Presented to committee and decided to go this route

• Modified to ensure:

• Participation of the GAC

• MN Licensed Surveyors must be involved in the grant program development

• Remonumentation in accordance with MN Statute 381.12
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• Senator Johnson Stewart introduces the bill On March 16 (SF 4037)

• Referred to State Government Finance and Policy and Elections Committee

• Senator Bakk added as author on March 23

• Remonumentation Committee starts push to get supporters to contact their legislators

• Representative Anderson introduces the bill On March 21 (HF 4037)

• Referred to State Government Finance and Elections Committee
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• Important Dates:

• March 25: Committees to act favorably on bills in the house of origin

• April 1: Committees to act favorably on bills, or companions of bills, that met the first 
deadline in the other house.

• So we have 1 week to get this heard to keep it moving

• Its pretty late in the session, so chances are slim
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• House committee scheduled the bill for a hearing on April 1

• So you’re saying there's a chance!

• 7:00 AM March 28, Remonumentation Committee starts to line up people to 
testify

• By 11:30 AM the bill is pulled from the agenda
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• So what happened?

• House Committee chair was informed that Senate would not hear the bill

• Senator Kiffmeyer (Chair of Senate Committee) liked the bill, but thought it 
was too big to fund this year. Thought odds of funding next year would be 
improved if a commission was created to address/advise on the problem of 
restoring the PLSS Monuments. Is willing to add commission to the omnibus 
bill.

• So back to the drawing board
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• As of April 27, 2022, this is the language in the senate omnibus bill SF 3975. Similar 
language in HF 4831

Sec. 56. PUBLIC LAND SURVEY MONUMENT RESTORATION. 

The chief geospatial information officer must submit a report by January 1, 2023, to the chairs and 
ranking minority members of the committees in the house of representatives and the senate with 
jurisdiction over local government detailing the status of the monuments that mark public land 
survey corners, the work needed by each county to restore missing or mislocated monuments so 
that all public land survey corners are documented and marked with monuments, and the estimated 
costs for each county to complete the work. The report must describe the state's interest in the 
restoration of missing or mislocated monuments; propose a schedule for state funding, if warranted, 
for grants to counties to complete the work; whether the county has used or plans to use taxing 
authority in Minnesota Statutes, section 381.12, subdivision 2, to defray the expenses for the work; 
identify federal money that may be available for this work; or propose another manner of funding 
the work.
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• Much of this information is already compiled

• Business Case

• PLSS Inventory

• PLSS website

• 1978 Report
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1970’s

Start in 1974

1975 Compiled Corner inventory

1976 Committee to address remonumentation

1977 Initial bill introduced with “State Authority”

1977 Bill held over for study

1977 Bill revised to “County Authority”

1977 Create a promo film and exhibit at state fair

1978 Report developed by legislature

1978 Bill resubmitted, support solicited

1980 Bill dead in session, possibility of pilot program

Recession

Current

Start in 2017

2017 Compiled Corner Inventory

2017 GAC Boundary Alignment, surveyor involvement

2019 Grant County Pilot Project

2021 Exhibit at State Fair

2021 Remonumentation becomes GAC Priority, Committee 
started

2021 Solicit support from other organizations

2022 Introduce legislation

2022 Modified to require a report to justify legislation

2022 Develop promotional video

2022 Inflation/Recession/War???
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• Lessons learned
• Can never be too prepared, but don’t get stuck preparing

• Build a wide base of supporters

• Understand why your supporters support it, it may be for different reasons than yours

• Make friends with your elected officials

• Get it to the Revisor ASAP, even if it has warts

• Get the bill introduced early

• Talk it up! Sell it early, sell it often, but take off your surveyors hat!

• Stay focused
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• 2023 Legislation

• $10 Million per year for 4 years

• More palatable to current congresspeople

• $1 Million per year for counties to hire technical staff (4 year timeline)

• All other elements remain the same 

• Grant Program for Remonunmentation overseen by Chief Geospatial Information Officer and GAC

• Work with Surveyors to develop program

• Prioritize areas of need
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Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2020, section 381.12, subdivision 2, is amended to read: Subd. 2. Expense, tax levy. The county board of any county may levy a tax upon all the taxable property in the 
county for the purpose of defraying the expense incurred, or to be incurred, less any amount received from the public system monument grant program under section 381.125, for: (1) the 
preservation and restoration of monuments under this section; (2) the preservation or establishment of control monuments for mapping activities;  (3) the modernization of county land records 
through the use of parcel-based land management systems; or (4) the establishment of geographic (GIS), land (LIS), management (MIS) information systems.

Sec. 2. [381.125] PUBLIC LAND SURVEY SYSTEM MONUMENT GRANT

PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Grant program. The chief geospatial information officer, through the Geospatial Advisory Council established under section 16E.30, subdivision 8, shall work with the stakeholders 
licensed as land surveyors under section 326.02, to develop a process for accepting applications from counties for funding for the perpetuation of monuments established by the United States in the 
public lands survey to mark public land survey corners, as provided in section 381.12, subdivision 2, clause (1). Grants may also be used to update records and data regarding monuments. The chief 
geospatial information officer must establish criteria for prioritizing applicants when resources available for grants are not sufficient to award grants to all applicants. The criteria must favor providing 
grants to counties that demonstrate financial need for assistance.

Subd. 2. Report. By October 1, in each odd-numbered year, the chief information officer must submit a report to the chairs and ranking minority members of the committees in the senate and the 
house of representatives with jurisdiction over state government and local government. The report must include the following: (1) a summary of the chief information officer activities regarding 
administration of this grant program for the previous fiscal year, including the amount of money requested and disbursed by county; (2) an assessment of the progress toward completion of necessary 
monument restoration and certification by county; and (3) a forecast of the amount needed to complete monument recertification in all counties.

Subd. 3. Nonstate match. No nonstate match is required for grants made under this program.

Sec. 3. APPROPRIATION.

(a) $10,000,000 in fiscal year 2024 is appropriated from the general fund to the chief information officer for the grant program under section 381.125. Up to four percent of this appropriation may be 
used by the chief geospatial information officer for administration of this program. The base for this appropriation in fiscal years 2025 through 2027 is $10,000,000. The base for this appropriation in 
fiscal year 2028 and each fiscal year thereafter is $0.

(b) $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2024 is appropriated from the general fund to the chief information officer for grants to counties to employ county technical staff to aid surveyors marking public land 
survey corners. The base for this appropriation in fiscal years 2025 through 2027 is $1,000,000. The base for this appropriation in fiscal year 2028 and each fiscal year thereafter is $0.
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What can you do?

• Contact your local Senators and Representatives

• Request meetings and a committee member will be happy to come meet with you and your congressperson

• Legislators respond more favorably to local constituents

• Help with outreach

• Hopefully doing zoom style educational sessions this fall

• Meet me at the Corner

• Reach out to other organizations and solicit Letters of Support

• Template Letter of Support can be found on 

• https://mnplss-umn.hub.arcgis.com/

https://mnplss-umn.hub.arcgis.com/




Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation


	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 4
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 13
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 26
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 28
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 32
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 40
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation
	Slide Number 58
	Evolution of the MN PLSS Remonumentation Legislation

