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East-West Quarter Line Report 
Section 30, Township 32 North - Range 19 West 
 

Abstract 

 
In November 2002, the Washington County Surveyor was asked to 
determine the direction of the East-West Quarter Line of Section 30, 

Township 32 North, Range 19 West.  A variety of methods have been 
used to identify this quarter line in several previous surveys.  This report 

examines records and evidence beginning with the original government 
survey in 1847. 
 

A critical issue that surfaced early in the investigation of Section 30 was 
whether or not to cross the St. Croix River in making the east-west 
quarter line determination.  This issue rapidly expanded to include how 

we might handle the restoration of a government corner, or a section line 
retracement, for any section in Washington County that borders on the 

St. Croix River.  [See Map, page 4] 
 
Research led to the discovery that the government surveys crossing the 

St. Croix River north of the Third Correction Line were conducted quite 
differently than those south of the correction line.  There are also cases 

where the government field notes were rewritten, government plats were 
revised, and Special Instructions were communicated.   
 

The decision for Section 30 is shown below, along with position 
statements from the Washington County Surveyor addressing the 

broader issues that surfaced during the preparation of this report: 
 

 The East-West Quarter Line of Section 30, T.32 N., R.19 W. will be 

computed at the mean of the bearings of the north and south lines 
of Section 30 according to the rule for fractional sections. [page 14]  

 

 Corner restoration surveys and quarter line determinations in 

fractional townships north of the Third Correction Line (Range 19) 
will rely on the revised plats of 1850 and evidence found west of the 

St. Croix River in Minnesota.  [See bottom of page 13] 
 

 Corner restoration surveys and quarter lines in fractional townships 

south of the Third Correction Line will rely on the original 
government plats and evidence found west of the St. Croix River in 

Minnesota.  [See bottom of page 11 to top of page 12] 
 

 Town lines are addressed in the Appendix at the bottom of page 15. 



 2 

 

Introduction 

 
There are two versions of the plat and field notes of the original 

government survey of T.32N., R.19W. of the 4th Principal Meridian.  The 
first version is for the Territory of Wisconsin.  This plat shows the 
township in its entirety with all 36 sections.  The corresponding field 

notes describe section lines running west across the St. Croix River. 
 
The second version shows a fractional township for the Territory of 

Minnesota.  This is the government survey on file with the Minnesota 
Secretary of State showing only that part of T.32N., R.19W. lying west of 

the St. Croix River.  The corresponding field notes describe section lines 
that were chained from west to east; and end at meander corners on the 
right bank of the St. Croix River.   

 
In other cases lying north of Washington County and east of the St. Croix 

River, fractional township surveys were redrawn for the State of 
Wisconsin.  The revised plats show that part of the township lying east of 
the St. Croix River; while the corresponding field notes describe section 

lines that end at meander corners on the left bank.   
 
Section 30, T.32N., R.19W. is a fractional section divided by the St. Croix 

River.  The northeast corner and the east quarter corner lie east of the 
river.  A southeast corner was not set in the original survey because of 

the river.  The remaining corners for Section 30 all lie west of the St. 
Croix River in what is now Minnesota.  Government Lots 1 to 3 lie on the 
left bank of the St. Croix River in Wisconsin whereas Government Lots 4 

through 7 lie on the right bank of the St. Croix River in Minnesota.  
[See Illustration, page 3.] 
 

Today, most of the south half of Section 30 in Minnesota is occupied by 
William O’Brien State Park.  “Revision of VASA” is an 1857 plat (mostly 

undeveloped) in the north half of Section 30.  Developed parts of the 
section include river homes, wooded home sites and a few business 
establishments.  The land is mostly wooded with some open meadows.  

State Highway 95 passes north-south through the middle of Section 30 
and the Wisconsin Central Railroad crosses the northwest quarter.  The 

portion of Section 30 lying east of the St. Croix River, in Wisconsin, is 
mostly undeveloped. 
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1847 December, Henry Maddin, Deputy Surveyor, United States Public 

Land Survey, subdivided fractional Township 32 North, Range 19 
West of the 4th Principal Meridian for Minnesota Territory.  Field 

notes filed with the Minnesota Secretary of State describe a survey 
starting at the west range line and running east to the St. Croix 
River.  Any excess or deficiency remained in the west tier.  In 

Section 30, he measured 70.38 chains from the range line to the 
meander corner on the south line of the section, and 58.00 chains 
to the meander corner on the north line. [See Exhibit A.]   

  

 Note:  The government field notes of T.32N., R.19W. for Wisconsin 
Territory depict the survey of a regular township with 36 sections.  The 
field notes describe chaining across the St. Croix River with meander 
corners set on both banks.  The date of this survey is also December 
1847.  Records for this survey of the complete township were received in 
Washington County upon request in 1982, from the Wisconsin Board of 
Land Commissioners - Madison.  [See Exhibit B.] 

 

1848 April 18, George W. Jones, Surveyor General, at the United States 
Government Land Office in Dubuque, signed the Plat of T.32N., 
R.19W. of the 4th Principal Meridian for the Territory of Wisconsin.  

Government Lots 4 through 7, of Section 30, lie west of the St. 
Croix River.  This plat (for Wisconsin Territory) shows a regular 

township with all 36 sections encompassing both sides of the river.  
[See Exhibit C.] 

 

1848 May 29, Wisconsin became the 30th state in the union.  Part of the 
west border for the new state of Wisconsin was marked by the St. 

Croix River.   
 
1849 January 16, Caleb H. Booth was appointed to the position of 

Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Iowa, replacing George W. 
Jones at Dubuque. 

 

1849 March 3, Minnesota Territory was created by an act of congress to 
include the lands north of Iowa and west of Wisconsin.  Part of the 

east border of Minnesota was marked by the St. Croix River. 
 
1849 April 2, the United States made its first issue of land patents for 

various parcels in Washington County.  Records show there were 
no patents issued in the subject township (T.32N., R19W.). 

  
Note:  Among the land patents issued on April 2, 1849 were three 
patents in T.31N., R.19W. (south of the subject township).   
After this first issue date, patents were not issued again for any parcel in 
Washington County until 1853! 
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1849 July 9, Justin Butterfield, Commissioner of the General Land 

Office, Washington D.C., in a letter to Surveyor General Caleb H. 
Booth, wrote:  “In view of the provisions of law it is requested that 
you will cause the field notes of the surveys in Wisconsin to be kept 
separate and distinct from those of the surveys in 
Minnesota…Separate plats of those surveys will also be required.”1  

 
1849 July 20, Caleb H. Booth, Surveyor General, at the United States 

Government Land Office in Dubuque replied to the instructions 
dated 7/09/49 from Commissioner Butterfield.  General Booth had 
already constructed new plats for 13 fractional townships lying 

east of the St. Croix River.  Booth pointed out that the surveys 
already executed can be properly divided, however, “when the 
boundary ceases to be a meandered river and becomes a right 
line…it will be necessary that such lines be determined and marked 
upon the ground in order that the surveys may close thereto.”2  

 
1850 August 6, Caleb H. Booth, Surveyor General, at the United States 

Government Land Office in Dubuque, signed a revised plat of 
T.32N., R.19W. of the 4th Principal Meridian for that part lying west 
of the St. Croix River in the Territory of Minnesota.  This is the only 

government survey for T.32N., R.19W. on file with the Minnesota 
Secretary of State.    [See Exhibits D & E.]   

The corresponding field notes were written with section lines 
terminating at meander corners on the right bank of the St. Croix 
River.    [See Exhibit A.]   

  

Note:  General Booth signed revised plats and field notes making 
fractional townships along the St. Croix River, for Minnesota Territory 
and the State of Wisconsin; all dated August 6, 1850.  These revised 
surveys close on the state boundary as placed at the St. Croix River. 

 

1853 the United States resumed the issue of land patents for parcels in 
Washington County.  Thus began the first issue of patents in the 

subject township of T.32N., R19W. 
 
1857 September 21, Wm. P. Payte surveyed the Revision of VASA.  This 

is a resurvey of the original plat of VASA, dated August 1856.  He 
notes “Vasa is situated on the St. Croix River in the East ½ of the 
North West Quarter and fraction 5 [sic] of Section 30 in Town 32 of 

Range 19 West [Minnesota Territory]”.  The south line of Columbus 
Street is the south boundary of the plat, which also coincides with 

the east-west quarter line.  The direction of the quarter line is not 
defined on either of these plats.  There is no indication of either 
plat referencing lines or monuments east of the St. Croix River. 
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1875 June 17, Alexander Oldham, Washington County Surveyor, in 
Surveyor’s Record Book 1, page 23, made a survey in Section 30 

for Abram Johnson.  He surveyed all 4 sides of the west half of 
Section 30 and the north line of Government Lot 4; citing evidence 
of original government corners.  Oldham divided the north-south 

quarter line into 4 equal parts; effectively establishing the east-
west quarter line. 

 

1886 October 25, T.A. Lang, Location Engineer for the Minneapolis Sault 
St. Marie and Atlantic Railway prepared a railroad location map of 

the area west of the St. Croix River.  He labeled a “¼ stake” at the 
west quarter corner of Section 30 and noted the plat of VASA.  
Subdivision lines are not identified. 

 
1917 July 19, Lewis W. Clarke, Washington County Surveyor, in Survey 

No. 342, Surveyor’s Record Book 1, page 211, made a survey for a 
proposed highway from Copas to Marine.  He recorded a 1¼-inch 
iron pipe at the west quarter corner of Section 30.  Clarke notes 

this corner was shown to him by Mr. H. Hickman in 1905. 
 
1921 August and September, Lewis W. Clarke, Washington County 

Surveyor, in Survey No. 344 and 345, Surveyor’s Record Book 1, 
page 212, recorded two surveys in Section 30.  Angles shown on 

the survey indicate the east-west quarter line and the north line of 
Government Lot 5 were laid out parallel with the north line of the 
northwest quarter.  An iron pipe is shown at the southwest corner 

of Government Lot 5 (center of section).  Additional irons are 
shown on the north line of Government Lot 5. 

 
 Note:  Clarke’s survey shows the direction on the south line of Section 30 

differs by 0 degrees 3 minutes from the north line. 

 

1923 February 27, J.N. Searles, District Judge, ruled in favor of the 
plaintiff in the case of Sanborn vs. Leadstrom.  He wrote: “the 
boundary line between Government Lots 4 and 5 of Section 30…is 

on the line as located by Lewis W. Clarke, and said boundary line 
terminated at the St. Croix River at a place where he placed an 

iron pin….3 or 4 feet south …of the fence”.  A July 1922 survey for 
Sanborn found in court files shows this line and the east-west 
quarter line marked parallel with the north line of Section 30.  

Clarke’s survey did not cross the St. Croix River. 
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1926 June 5, Lewis W. Clarke, Washington County Surveyor, in Survey 

No. 433, Surveyor’s Record Book 1, page 297, made a survey for 
Dr. Ramsey in Government Lot 4.  Irons set on the south line of 

Gov’t. Lot 4 are parallel with the north line of Section 30.  He notes 
the “line is approved by Judge Searles in Dist[rict] Court Feb. 27, 
1923 Case of Sanborn vs. [Leadstrom].” 

 
1982 August 5, the Washington County Surveyor’s Office requested 

copies of the original public land survey field notes and plats for 

T32N-R19W and T31N-R19W from the Wisconsin Board of Land 
Commissioners.  The December 1847 field notes and the April 18, 

1848 plats show a survey for Wisconsin Territory encompassing all 
36 sections.  Meander corners were set on both sides of the river 
and chaining continued across the river.   

[See Exhibits B and C.] 
 

1983 December 5, Bert R. Eveland, L.S.10516, Minnesota DNR, 
prepared a section subdivision map of Section 30 for William 
O’Brien State Park.  The drawing shows 5 “department monuments 

set” on the east-west quarter line between the west quarter corner 
and Highway 95.  The bearing shown on the quarter line is the 
mean of the north and south lines of Section 30 on the Washington 

County coordinate system/NAD27. 
 

1984 June 29, Ronald F. Johnson, Wisconsin L.S.1186, signed a 
Certified Land Corner Restoration for the west quarter corner of 
Section 29, T.32N., R.19W., Polk County, Wisconsin (E. ¼ Cor. 

Sec. 30).  Johnson computed the corner at the intersection of a line 
projected east, through Minnesota DNR monuments found on the 
quarter line, with a line drawn between the northeast and 

southeast corners of Section 30.  The northeast and southeast 
corners of Section 30 were positions in the river established by 

Johnson for this survey.   
 

Note:  The southeast corner of Section 30 was never established in the 
original government survey due to the St. Croix River. 

 

1991 June 15, LaVayne R. Dupslaff, L.S.12660, prepared a boundary 
survey for part of the Revision of Vasa.  Columbus Street is shown 

at the south line of Government Lot 5 (east-west ¼ line).  The 
bearing of the quarter line is the mean of the north and south lines 
of Section 30 on the Washington County (NAD27) coordinate 

system.  Dupslaff shows five iron pipe monuments for the plat on 
the south line of Government Lot 5. 
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2002 December 10-12, Washington County Survey personnel searched 

for evidence of early surveys relative to the east-west quarter line of 
Section 30.  Several iron monuments were found and tied in with 

real time kinematic GPS procedures:   
 A ¾ inch iron pipe monument was found near the northwest 

corner of Lot 5, Block 9, Revision of VASA.  This iron is 0.4ft. 

north of a computed lot corner position. 
 A ½ inch iron pipe monument was found near the north line of 

Gov’t. Lot 5 at the bank of the St. Croix River.  This iron is 

1.9ft. north and 34ft. west of the computed position for the iron 
re-set by L.W. Clarke in Survey No. 433. 

 Three iron pipe monuments were found near the south line of 
the 1857 plat Revision of VASA with License No. 12660, 
(L.Dupslaff-1991).  These irons are 0.2 to 0.4ft. south of a mean 

bearing solution for the quarter line. 
 A Minnesota DNR brass monument was found at the state park 

boundary near the west right-of-way of State Highway 95.  This 
monument is on the quarter line as computed at the mean 
bearing. 
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Summary 
 

The original survey of T.32N., R.19W., for the Territory of Wisconsin, 
portrayed a regular township with 36 sections spanning the St. Croix 

River.  This survey was signed by George W. Jones on April 18, 1848 - 
six weeks before the state line between Wisconsin and Minnesota was 
officially defined by the St. Croix River. 

 
On March 3, 1849, the land lying west of the St. Croix River became part 
of the Territory of Minnesota.  On July 9th of that year, GLO 

Commissioner Justin Butterfield wrote instructions to keep the surveys 
for Wisconsin separate and distinct from those in Minnesota.  Surveyor 

General Caleb H. Booth responded by saying that he had begun the 
process by closing the surveys (for 13 townships in Wisconsin) against 
the meandered river.  

 
Surveyor General C.H. Booth signed revised plats and field notes for 

Townships 31 and 32 North, at Range 19 West (for Minnesota Territory) 
on August 6, 1850.  The revised plats and the corresponding field notes 
show fractional townships lying west of the St. Croix River.  They are the 

only GLO surveys for these townships ever issued to the State of 
Minnesota.  They are also the official copies on file with the Washington 
County Recorder.  Our research shows that the township plats for 

Wisconsin and Minnesota, made fractional and revised for the state 
boundary, were all signed by C.H. Booth on August 6, 1850. 

 
The first land patents in Washington County were issued for various 
tracts, all on one day - April 2, 1849.  This was one month after 

Minnesota became a territory and more than one year after Wisconsin 
statehood.  After this issue date, there were no new patents anywhere in 
Washington County until 1853.  All of the patents within T.32N.-R.19W. 

were issued in 1853, or later, under the revised government plat of 1850. 
 

Among the land patents issued on April 2, 1849, were three patents in 
T.31N., R.19W. in Minnesota Territory.  These 3 patents each represent a 
minor portion of the section they occupy.   

 
Townships 31 and 32, of Range 19 are the only two townships in 

Washington County where the government survey initially measured 
section lines across the St. Croix River and later revised the survey to 
show otherwise.  Section lines were not measured across the St. Croix 

River in township surveys south of the Third Correction Line. 
[See Map, page 4] 
 

Several early surveys have subdivided Section 30, starting with the plat 
of VASA in 1856.  The south boundary of Revision of VASA follows the 
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east-west quarter line to the St. Croix River.  The direction of the quarter 
line was not identified on the plat.  In 1875, Alex Oldham defined the 

center of Section 30 at the midpoint of the north-south quarter line.  The 
surveys by L.W. Clarke, in the 1920’s, placed the east-west quarter line 

parallel with the north line of Section 30.  The 1923 District Court ruling 
on the south line of Government Lot 4 utilized Clarke’s surveys to arrive 
at boundary locations in Section 30. 

 
In 1983, the east-west quarter line was surveyed by the Minnesota DNR 
for the north boundary of William O’Brien State Park.  The direction of 

the quarter line was determined at the mean bearing.  L. Dupslaff 
concurred with the mean bearing solution in 1991 when he staked the 

south line of Government Lot 5 for the Revision of VASA. 
 
In 1984, Wisconsin surveyor R. Johnson attempted to restore the east 

quarter corner of Section 30 (in Wisconsin) by extending the line for the 
state park boundary eastward across the St. Croix River. 

 
Recent field locations by Washington County have revealed the following: 

 The block corner found in Revision of VASA fits reasonably well 

with a position computed according to the plat.   
 The ½ inch iron pipe near the north line of Gov’t. Lot 5 is not a 

recorded iron.  This iron is 1.9 ft. north of Clarke’s parallel line 

and 30 ft. west of the iron reset by Clarke in 1926.  The iron set in 
1926 is now in the river.   

 The Minnesota DNR monument was found to be on the mean 
bearing as computed for the quarter line.  The other four DNR 
monuments were not dimensioned on the drawing and could not 

be found. 
 Three iron pipe monuments set by Dupslaff are within 0.4 ft. of the 

quarter line as computed at the mean bearing. 

 
 

The Significance of this Quarter Line decision beyond Section 30 
 
The decision regarding the east-west quarter line of Section 30 carries 

greater significance than the subdivision of Section 30 itself.  The larger 
question that applies to any fractional township in Washington County 

that borders the St. Croix River is whether or not to cross the state 
boundary when retracing section lines, restoring government corners, or 
determining the direction of quarter lines.  These have been the subject of 

debate since 1982 when this office first obtained copies of the initial 
Wisconsin surveys as they were drawn before Wisconsin statehood.   

 
For townships lying south of the Third Correction Line, the answer is 
clearly no.  During the original subdivision of townships south of the 
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correction line, chaining stopped at the St. Croix River and section lines 
were not drawn across the river.  It is evident when analyzing the field 

notes and original township plats; that even though the town lines were 
surveyed, the section lines were not.  Special Instructions written by 

Surveyor General George W. Jones, in August 1847, also point out this 
intention when he wrote: “In establishing all East & West lines 
intersecting Lake St. Croix where the width is too great to connect the 

surveys on each side, you will run them as true lines.”  3 
 

This was not the case with Townships 31 and 32, at Range 19, lying 
north of the Third Correction Line.  Here the river was passable; the 
1847 field notes for Wisconsin Territory show that government surveyors 

did measure the section lines across the river.  Moreover, the Wisconsin 
plats of these 2 townships include all 36 sections, with section lines 

drawn and dimensioned across the St. Croix.  Then in 1850, these 
surveys were revised, for both Minnesota and Wisconsin, to close on the 
new state boundary at the St. Croix River. 

 
In scratching the surface of this dilemma, it appears the obvious answer 

is simply to “follow the footsteps of the original surveyor.”  The difficulty 
lies with conducting a corner restoration survey across a state line 
marked by a major river.  The practical, political and economic 

constraints of such an effort cannot be dismissed.  By the same token, 
we must closely examine the fact that the government did revise the 

original survey.  The intention of those revisions is a fundamental 
concern. 
 

In his Annual Report of 1850, Surveyor General C.H. Booth wrote:  
“when the [rectangular] survey precede[s] such [state] boundaries, much 
difficulty may be experienced and expenses incurred in causing the 

requisite separation.  [Such] an instance…has occurred in this district.  
During the year 1847-48, and before the boundary of Wisconsin and 

Minnesota was fixed upon, the surveys were pushed rapidly forward, the 
subdivision surveys being extended along the St. Croix river…The field 
notes and plats of these surveys consequently embrace lands upon either 

and both sides of the [state] boundary, wherever a township was 
traversed by the St. Croix".4  Similar dilemmas with state boundaries had 

caused the surveyors general to exercise caution after the Act of 1833 
addressed the boundary between Illinois and Indiana.  Their solution was 
to hold the rectangular surveys in abeyance until such state boundaries 

were firmly established.5  The Act of 1833 established the precedent that 
state boundary surveys would always precede the rectangular survey, 
and that rectangular surveys would always be closed against a state 

boundary.6  For General Booth, the Wisconsin-Minnesota border was 
suddenly bisecting the rectangular survey.  The St. Croix River had 
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become the state boundary just months after the government survey for 
Wisconsin Territory was pushed west to the Mississippi River.   

 
While Booth had no control over the state boundary, he was required to 

file a representative survey.  The Act of 1833 had set precedent; while the 
Act of June 12, 1840 called for the field notes, maps and records of the 
finished surveys to be delivered to the proper authority in each state.  

Booth revised the field notes and the township plats affected by the new 
state boundary; making separate surveys for Wisconsin and Minnesota.  

The correspondence between Booth and Commissioner Butterfield in 
July of 1849 indicates that Booth had started the process even before 
instructions arrived from the Commissioner.  Booth also described the 

necessity of surveying the state line prior to closing township surveys.  In 
Townships 31 and 32, where the new boundary was a meandered river, it 
is clear that Booth rewrote the direction of the Minnesota field notes to 

run from west to east.   
 

 
Answer to the Larger Question:  Do we cross the State Boundary ? 
 

The township plats and field notes revised by General Booth on August 
6, 1850 portray fractional townships with section lines ending at the St. 

Croix River.  The protracted subdivision lines created within each 
fractional section consequently control the subdivision of that section.  
Taking this one step further; the land patents for each parcel were based 

on the revised plats.  In other words, they are “the lines and quarters 
approved by the surveyor general and by which the land was sold”.7   
 

GLO Commissioner Justin Butterfield instructed C.H. Booth “to cause” 
the surveys between Minnesota and Wisconsin to be “separate and 

distinct.”  Booth responded with the news that he had already found it 
necessary to construct new plats. He also pointed out the need to close 
the survey on the state boundary.  We believe that the revised surveys of 

August 6, 1850 were guided by the principle of closing the township 
survey on the state boundary as identified by the Act of 1833; and by 
their obligation to deliver the surveys to each individual state as required 

by the Act of 1840.   
 

It is our opinion that the revised plats (for Range 19) dated August 6, 
1850 were intended to serve as the original survey of record for the State 
of Minnesota.  That opinion is consistent with survey practices in 

Washington County since record keeping began in 1852.  This office will 
therefore make quarter line determinations in the affected sections 

according to the rules for fractional sections.  This office will also limit 
section line retracement and government corner restoration to evidence 
found west of the St. Croix River.   
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Decision for Section 30 

 
Based on the above findings; Section 30, T.32N., R.19W. will be treated 

as a fractional section as defined by the government plat of August 6, 
1850.  The general rule states that the center line of a fractional section 
must be run … as nearly in a cardinal direction … as due parallelism 

with section lines will permit, 8   which in this case calls for a mean 
bearing solution. 
 

The east-west quarter line of Section 30 was first surveyed for VASA and 
the Revision of VASA in 1857.  According to the legal description on the 

plat, the south line of VASA coincides with the east-west quarter line.  
The plat is drawn with the quarter line ending at the St. Croix River; and 
with no specific direction on that line.  The retracement survey performed 

by L. Dupslaff in 1991 used found irons, lines of occupation and the 
mean bearing solution for the quarter line to resurvey the south line of 

the Revision of VASA.   
 
In the 1920’s, L.W. Clarke used a line parallel with the north line of the 

section to subdivide Section 30.  Clarke’s method is inconsistent with the 
general rule.  The decision of the District Court regarding this survey 
merely defined the line of title and has no influence on the direction of 

the quarter line. 
 

The survey of Section 30 by the Minnesota DNR in 1983 placed the 
direction of the east-west quarter line at the mean of the north and south 
lines of the section.  When L. Dupslaff retraced the Revision of VASA in 

1991, his line fell in agreement with that of the DNR.  It also appears 
that Alexander Oldham’s survey of 1875 would result in a mean bearing 
solution for the east-west quarter line.   

 
The Washington County Surveyor is in agreement with the mean bearing 

solution for the east-west quarter line of Section 30. 
 
 

Direction of the East-West Quarter Line of Section 30 
 

The East-West Quarter Line of Section 30, T.32 N., R.19 W. (in 
Washington County) will be computed at the mean of the bearings of the 
north and south lines of Section 30.  From the West Quarter Corner of 

Section 30 this line bears S 89º 44' 06" E to the right bank of the St. 
Croix River {Washington County Coordinate System, North American 
Datum of 1983 (NAD83/1986)}. This line passes through the brass 

monument set by the Minnesota DNR in 1983.   
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Appendix 

 
Washington County has had a county surveyor dating back to 1852.  

Before that time, Harvey Wilson maintained government corners as the 
District Surveyor for St. Croix County, Wisconsin Territory.  Wilson 
began his work in 1847, as the original government survey was still 

under way.  This was followed by a continuous chain of County 
Surveyors, including Mahlon Black, who served as a U.S. Deputy 
Surveyor in other parts of Minnesota.   

 
Alexander Oldham began setting stone monuments at government 

corners in 1874.  By 1883, County Surveyor Myron Shepard was 
performing many surveys where preservation and maintenance of 
original government corners was documented.  This practice continued 

into the 1930’s by men who were knowledgeable and kept good records.   
 

It is unknown if the early surveyors in Washington County had 
knowledge of the intentions of the revised government survey for Range 
19; or the Special Instructions for Lake St. Croix.  What we do know is 

that County Surveyor records confirm that surveys were confined to 
records and evidence found west of the St. Croix River in the state of 

Minnesota.  Whether it was section line retracement, corner restoration, 
or the subdivision of a fractional section; they did not venture across the 
state line.  This practice continued, for the most part, even after copies of 

the initial surveys (of Range 19) for Wisconsin were received by 
Washington County in 1982. 

 
One exception to this practice occurred with Meander Corner No. 12 on 
the east line of Section 18, T.31N., R.19W.  In November 1983 (one year 

after receiving the Wisconsin plats) L.S. Nybeck, Washington County 
Surveyor, set M.C. 12 at the “lost” position between the restored 
southeast corner of Section 18 and a St. Croix County (Wisconsin) 

monument at the northeast corner of Section 18.   This, however, was an 
isolated situation; and in 2003 Mr. Nybeck concurred with the findings 

and the emerging conclusion of this report.  
 
Town lines provide a case where it may be reasonable to examine 

evidence east of the St. Croix River.  We know that south of the 
Correction Line, town lines were surveyed whereas the section lines were 

not surveyed.  In Washington County there is only one case where such 
evidence was used to restore a government corner on a town line: 
M.C. 12, on the north line of T.28N., R.20W. (Afton).   

In this case the evidence in Wisconsin was used only to proportion 
distance to the M.C. and had no impact on the direction of the line. 
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                                                                 Exhibit A 

 
 
 
 

Section 30, T32N – R19W 
 

    
 

December 1847 field notes by Henry Maddin, Deputy Surveyor, U.S.P.L.S. 
Subdivision of Section 30, Township 32 North, Range 19 West – Minnesota Territory. 
 
Government Survey Records:  Minnesota Secretary of State, St. Paul. 
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                                                                 Exhibit C 

 

 

Section 30, T32N – R19W 

Wisconsin Territory - 1848 

 

 

 
 

Plat of Township 32 North, Range 19 West, 4
th

 Meridian Survey, Wisconsin Territory 

April, 18, 1848  George W. Jones, Surveyor General 

  

Government Survey Records:  Wisconsin Board of Land Commissioners, Madison. 



                                                                 Exhibit D 

 

Section 30, T32N – R19W 

Minnesota Territory - 1850 

 
 

 
 

Plat of Township 32 North, Range 19 West, 4
th

 Meridian Survey, Minnesota Territory 

August 6, 1850   Caleb H. Booth, Surveyor General 

  

Government Survey Records:  Minnesota Secretary of State, St. Paul. 



                                                                 Exhibit E 

 
 
Plat of Township 32 North,  Range 19 West,  4th Meridian Survey,  Minnesota Territory 
August 6, 1850        Caleb H. Booth, Surveyor General 

  
Government Survey Records:  Minnesota Secretary of State, St. Paul. 

Note:  1850 certification 




